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UPGRADES COMPLETE ON SUBIACO'S MOST ICONIC HOTEL 
 

PERTH – July 2014 – After sixteen months of renovation, one of Subiaco's most iconic landmarks, the Subiaco Hotel, 
is complete. 
 
The hotel was opened in 1897 and has been one of Perth's favourite watering holes for many years.  The business has 
been owned by the Monaghan family since 1971 and was Perth’s first gastropub.  Michael Monaghan attributes its 
success to the emphasis on good food, great atmosphere and a great location, but he admits it was time for a major 
freshen up. 
 
“Undertaking a project such as this one was never going to be easy, however the result is something we're all very 
proud of,” said Michael.  “Our patrons have been extremely supportive and patient throughout the process, and we hope 
the reward will be a venue which they can continue to enjoy for many years to come,” he added. 
 
The hotel's multi million dollar renovations include a new outdoor rooftop terrace, a mezzanine level, upstairs function 
room and an expanded lower level, fitted out with funky design and all weather seating conditions. 
 
Architects CHRISTOU Design Group were briefed to improve on the existing footprint’s space and flow, respecting the 
character of the existing building while introducing a modern edge. 
 
According to James  Christou, the project presented many design challenges.  “In achieving the client’s accommodation 
brief and requirements to build on the character of the existing building in its intricate detail and the simple use of 
materials, new and old materials have been expressed honestly, and the use of concrete, steel and glass have been 
counter balanced with timber, brass and waxed steel. 
 
“The final result is a free flowing, connective venue which gives some pretty basic materials a modern edge.  Every 
inch of space is maximised through the construction of the mezzanine area, the use of transfer beams enable existing 
columns to be removed and the relocation of the internal stairwell.  As a result, there's increased space on the ground to 
expand the kitchen and back of house areas and an increase the floor space for eating and drinking in greater comfort. 
This design move was the catalyst for the transformation,” he added. 
 

The former open courtyard has been re-organised into a space which can be opened or closed, depending on weather 
conditions. Natural light floods the double height courtyard through louvered windows and a translucent roof.  Via this 
courtyard patrons can access the mezzanine areas, an upper level roof deck, and the Stellar Lounge (formerly the 
meeting and function areas). The courtyard connects visually to the upgraded Café Bar, the dining area, the roof deck 
and the Stellar Lounge.  The front bar has also been transformed to incorporate casual eating and lounge and the 
addition of eye catching wall art from Sydney artist Daniele O’Toole provides a focal point for discussion. 

A green element has also been considered through the use of recycled materials, led lighting, natural cooling and 
heating through the louvered courtyard, and subterranean irrigation for the large tree in the courtyard.   
 
For more information on the Subiaco Hotel, visit www.subiacohotel.com.au 
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