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BEETHOVEN MUSIC MARATHON A FIRST FOR PERTH 
Performers From the Young to the Young at Heart 

 
PERTH – SEPTEMBER 2014 – Perth music aficionados will be treated to a music 
extravaganza on October 12th in the Government House Ballroom, with the assistance of 23 
pianists from around the country. 
 
According to the Chairman of the Government House Foundation, and fellow performer 
Mark Coughlan, Beethoven’s thirty-two magnificent piano sonatas stand as one of the 
greatest pinnacle of all human achievements. 
 
“This exciting event showcases each of the 32 sonatas, presented in seven sessions and played 
by 23 pianists from around the country. The performers include some of Australia’s leading 
artists alongside young professionals and brilliant rising stars,” he said. 
 
A highlight of the event will be appearances by one of Australia’s youngest ‘child prodigies’ 
and one of Australia’s most ‘senior’ performers. 
 
Eleven year old international award winning piano prodigy, singer, composer Shuan Hern 
Lee, with the gift of perfect pitch and the capability to memorise sounds and music scores 
quickly, started having piano lessons and composing at two with his dad, He has performed in 
Europe and in Asia since three years old.  He will be performing Sonata No 18 in E flat Major 
Op 31 No 3 “The Hunt” and Sonata No 6 in F Major Op 10 No 2. 

Lyn Garland began her piano career at the age of seven in a love affair of music that has 
spanned seventy years. With her first ABC broadcast at 13, she made frequent ‘Young 
Australia’ program appearances and played in concerto competitions in the old Capitol 
Theatre on William Street. At 17, she left for Melbourne to study for a B. Mus. at the 
Melbourne Conservatorium, before returning to Perth to become the Music Director of St 
Hilda's Girls' School in 1960 for eight years. 

Lady Garland left for London in 1981 with her husband Sir Victor and three children, where 
she formed a piano trio with concerts in London and tours abroad, before returning to Perth in 
2007 to reconnect with her musical life locally.  She will be performing Sonata No 20 in G 
Major Op 49 No 2 in the first session. 

The marathon will run from 9am until 10:30pm with a 20 minute break between sessions. 
Tea, coffee and other refreshments will be available during the day.  All sessions run for 
approximately one hour and 40 minutes. 
 
Day Passes are priced at $75 and Session Tickets $20.  For day passes book at 
foundation@ghf.org.au.  For session tickets book at www.ticketmaster.com.au 
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